Monthly Reference Lasts. 


ISSUED BY THE PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


seas , ‘ $1.00 per year. 
MAY ; 3 882. 10 cents per copy. 


Vou. 2, No. 5. 





The acceptance of Mr. Darwin’s theory in 
Germany has been strikingly general. See 
Schmidt’s *‘ Doctrine of descent and Dar- 
winism,” (1873), which has a selected list of 
authorities at the end. [A recently pub- 
lished German catalogue of ‘‘ Darwiniana” 
comprised over three hundred authors. } 

In America also is a school of writers, who, 


47. | 
DARWIN AND HIS SCIENTIFIC INFLU™ 
ENCE. 


A. Mr. Darwin's own writings. 
There is a good list of his published volumes 
in the Literary World, May 6, 1882, p. 145. 
See also the longer list, including periodical 


articles, etc., up to 1874, in the Popular 


Science Monthly, Aug., 1874, v. 5, p. 478- 
So. 

His “ Journal of researches during the voyage 
of the Beagle” was recorded 1831-33, and 
published 1839. The great value of this 
work in developing habits of close observa- 
tion has been rendered available in the 
book prepared for younger readers, (1879), 
under the title, ‘‘ What Mr. Darwin saw.” 
His publications from 1839 to 1859 consisted 
chiefly of monographs more or less closely 
connected with the Bzug/e researches. See 
the list in the Literary World, above cited. 

In 1859 he published the work which may be 
regarded as ‘‘ epoch-making,” ‘‘ The origin 
of species by natural selection.” In 1880 
Mr. Huxley delivered at the Royal In- 
stitution a lecture entitled, ‘‘ The coming 
of age of the ‘ Origin of species,’ ” in which 
the history and influence of the theory, dur- 
ing its first twenty-one years, are suggest- 
ively traced. (It is printed in Mr. Hux- 
ley’s recent volume, “Science and cult- 
ure,” Am. ed., p. 317-32.) Very striking 
also is the condensed view of the progress 
of the theory, presented in the inaugural 
address by Sir John Lubbock, before the 
British Association, in Aug., 1881, enti- 
tled ‘‘ Fifty years of science,” (p. 4-11. 
[This address, besides being issued sepa- 
rately, was printed in the Popular Science 
Monthly, Nov. and Dec., 18814 

For periodical literature relating to his theory 
as presented in his successive works, down 
to the recent issues, see the references, 
taken from the new edition of Poole’s Index, 
and printed in the Boston Daily Advertiser, 
Apr. 22, 1882. 

There is a suggestive article on ‘ The atti- 
tude of working naturalists towards Dar- 
winism,”’ by Professor Asa Gray, in Zhe 
Nation, Oct. 16, 1873, v. 17, p. 258-61. The 
correlated forms in which the theory was 
presented by Wallace and others are ex- 
amined in two articles by Chauncey 
Wright, in the North American Review, 
July, 1871, and July, 1872, (v. 113 and 115.) 
These, with other essays on the subject, are 
reprinted in his “ Philosophical discus- 
sions,” (1876.) The gradual development 
of the theory of evolution, prior to Mr. 
Darwin’s use of it, is very clearly traced in 
E. L. Youmans’s article, ‘‘ Evolution,” in 
the American cyclopedia,”’ v. 7, p. 10-17. 

[For further references on this subject, see 


the list in the Library Fournal, Feb., 1881.] | 


accepting the theory of variations, have 
aimed to investigate the causes of the vari- 
ations. For statements of their position, 
see E. S. Morse’s address before the Amer- 
ican Association, 1876, ‘What American 
zoblogists have done for evolution ;”’ A. 
Hyatt’s discussions in the “ Memoirs of the 
Boston Society of Natural History,’’ 1, 186 ; 
also in the ‘* Anniversary memorial ” of that 
society, 1880; also in the “ Proceedings of 
the American Association,” 1880. E. D. 
Cope’s articles on “ Evolution” in the Penn 
Monthly, July, Aug., Sept., 1872, Aug., 
1875, and June, 1877; also in Lzppin- 
cott’s, July, Aug., Sept., 1870; also in the 
American Naturalist, 1878; also in the 
‘* Proceedings of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences” (Philadelphia), 1869; in the 
‘*Proceedings of the American Associa- 
tion,” 1871. A. S. Packard, jr., in his 
“ Zoblogy,” (1879), also in American Nat- 
uralist. See also the references given in 
the article, “ Evolution,” in Johnson’s “ Cy- 
clopedia.”’ 

The wider applications of his theory. 


. Ln its relation to natural science. 


Mr. John Fiske remarks, (North American 
Review, v. 124, p. 91), that ‘“‘One needs 
but to read constantly such scientific 
journals as ature, “ to see how thorough- 
ly all contemporary inquiry is permeated 
by the conception of natural selection.” 

In the department of biology the theory has 
been pushed, in the hands of others, far 
beyond the position taken by Mr. Darwin. 
See, for instance, Huxley’s ‘‘ Man’s place 
in nature,’ (1863); Schmidt’s ‘‘ Doctrine 
of descent and Darwinism,” (1873) ; Bas- 
tian’s “ Evolution and the origin of life,’’ 
(1874); Tyndall’s “ Address before the 
British Association at Belfast,” (1874); 
Haeckel’s ‘‘ History of creation,” (1876) ; 
Huxley’s “‘ American addreses,” (1877.) 


b. /ts relation to psychological and theistic prob- 


lems. 

The form of evolution held by Mr. Darwin 
is claimed by Professor Asa Gray, (‘‘ Dar- 
winiana,’”) to ‘* coincide with the theistic 
view.” Professor Gray, also, in his 
Yale lectures on “ Natural science and 
religion,’ (1880), examines the relation 
of evolution to a belief in causation. 
Professor J. L. Diman, in his ‘‘ Theistic 
argument,” (p. 184), holds that “ evolu- 
tion not only does not exclude final 
cause, but seems naturally to imply it.” 
[For other references under this head, 
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see the list on “ Evolution and theism,” | 
Library Journal, Feb., 1881.] Zhe Na- | 
tion, May 4, 1882, p. 370, refers to the | 
fact that ‘‘he was not the first inves- 
tigator whose conclusions are now uni- | 
versally accepted, who at the outset | 
incurred the hatred of religious people, 
but surely he ought to be the last.” 
L[n general, | 

For noteworthy estimates of Mr. Darwin’s | 
scientific services and influence, see John | 
Fiske’s article, ‘‘The triumph of Dar- | 
winism,” North American Review, Jan., | 
1877, v. 124, p. g0-106, (reprinted in his 
“Darwinism and other essays,” 1879.) 
Also articles reprinted in the Literary 
News, May, 1882, p. 135-38. Also the | 
article by Professor Asa Gray, Li/erary 
World, May 6, 1882, p. 145-46. Also 
by C. W. Ernst, same no., p: 14; 
also in Boston Daily Advertiser, Apr. 22, | 
1882; also the article in Zhe Nation, ' 
Apr. 27, 1882, p. 354-55, also the Geolog- 
tcal Magazine, May, 1882; Nature, Apr. 
27, 1882, by T. H. Huxley; and the Znae- | 
pendent, May 4, 1882, (by A. S. Packard, 
jr.) The June number of the American 
Naturalist is to contain important mate- 
rial on this topic. 


48. 


EMERSON’S PHILOSOPHICAL POSITION 


A. His writings. 

In the Literary IVorld, May 22, 1880, p. 184, is 
a very complete bibliography of his writings, 
up to that time. Since then, nothing has | 


been published except the “ Impressions of 

Thomas Carlyle in 1848,” read before the 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Feb. ro. | 
1881, (printed in the “ Proceedings,” v. 18, 

p. 324-28, also in Scribner's, v. 22, p. 89-92.) | 
The edition of his ‘‘ Works,” published | 
1876, contains the most of these, but does 
not contain his ‘‘ Fortune of the republic,” 

(1878), nor his three North American Review | 
articles of 1877 and 1878. 


B. Discussions of his writings. 


See the article in the Princeton Review, v. | 
413, 1847. Also, “Un penseur et poéte | 
Americain,” by E. Montegut, Revue des 
Deux Mondes, Aug., 1847. Mr. Frothing- 
ham, in his “ Transcendentalism in New 
England,” has a chapter on ‘“ Emerson the 
seer.” See also M. D. Conway’s article | 
on ‘‘ The transcendentalists of Concord,” | 
Fraser's, 1854, (reprinted in Zitfe/l's.) His | 
theory of the will is examined in the B7d- 
liotheca Sacra, v. 18, 1857. The essays in 
the volume, “ The conduct of life,” (con- 
taining, by the way, his essay on “ Fate”), | 
are reviewed by Dr. Noah Porter, New 
Englander, v. 19, 1861. An article in the 
Christian Examiner, v. 84, 1868, (by W. R. 
Alger), discusses the philosophy of ‘ Emer- 
son, Spencer, and Martineau.” In Man- 
ning’s “ Half truths and the truth,” (1872), 
there is a chapter on Emerson, under the 
title, ‘‘ Pantheism in the form of self-wor- 
ship.” See also the chapter entitled 
‘*Transcendentalism,” in Bartol’s ‘* Rad- 
ical problems,” (1872.) | 


In 1880 an article by F. H. Underwood in 


the North American Review, May, v. 130 
p. 479-85, presents in a very suggestive 
manner Mr. Emerson’s philosophical po- 
sition. 


In the Literary World, May 22, 1880, besides 


the bibliography already alluded to, there 
appeared a series of noteworthy articles on 
Emerson ;—among them, one by Rev. Dr. 
Hedge, on ‘‘ Emerson, the philosopher and 
the poet,” (p. 176-77). In 1881 appeared 
a small volume by A. H. Guernsey, on 
‘*Ralph Waldo Emerson.” In 1880 ap- 
peared a more comprehensive work, enti- 
tled ‘‘A study of Emerson,” by G. W. 
Cooke. In ‘The Concord guide-book,”’ 
(1880), by G. B. Bartlett, there are chapters 
not only on Emerson, but on the “ Con- 
cord school of philosophy.” The qth vol- 
ume of the “ Memorial history of Boston,” 
(1881), contains a chapter on “ Philo- 
sophic thought” in Boston, the latter part of 
which, (by Mr. G. P. Bradford), contains 
an estimate of Mr. Emerson’s position, (p. 
304-7.) An article by Mr. E. P. Whipple, 
which has been long in preparation, will 
appear in an early number of the orth 
American Review. A life, by J. Eliot Cabot, 
and selections from his correspondence, 
edited by his daughter, are in preparation. 
The reader will find in the Literary World, 
May 22, 1882, (already cited), some of the 
fullest references to material relating to 
Emerson. 


In the Boston Daily Advertiser, May 13, 1882 


will be found a report of the proceedings of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society on 
his death, (at a meeting May 11, 1882.) 


Of noteworthy criticat estimates which have 


appeared since his death, the following may 
be mentioned that in Zhe Nation, May 4, 
1882, p. 375-76; also the articles by John 
Burroughs, F. B. Sanborn, and others, in 
The Critic, May 6, 1882; by R. H. Stod- 
dard, in the New York Afail, May 2; by 
W. F. Allen, in 7% Dial, May. Also in 
the London Times, of April 28, which said : 
“If a philosopher at all, he was such only 
in the large sense in which his favorite 
Montaigne was one.” The Boston Daily 
Advertiser, Apr. 28, refers to him as “ Prob- 
ably the most philosophic mind and tem- 
perament of this century.” In the ew 
York Sun, Mr. C. A. Dana says: “We 
doubt if in the whole range of Emer- 
son’s writings can be found a mere syllo- 
gism.” “He argues by analogies, he ex- 
plains by images, he thinks in met- 
aphors.” Likewise also the article in 
the “ American cyclopzdia,” v. 6, p. 569, 
says: ‘‘ The bent of his mind is to ideal 
laws, which are perceived by the intu- 
itive faculty, and are beyond the province 
of dialectics.” The article in Ze Nation, 
above referred to, mentions the fact that 
Mr. Emerson in 1858 contemplated a sys- 
tematic treatise on ‘‘ The natural method 
of intellectual philosophy,” but that it was 
left a fragment. Zhe Dial, (Chicago), May, 
1882, p. 17, givesthe references to Em- 
erson in periodical literature from the new 
edition of Poole’s Index. 





